BUENOS AIRES TO VALPARAISO OVERLAND   2;;
in winter among the highest altitudes of the Andes.    The
cold is intense, the snowfall is tremendous, and the winds
rage with terrific fury. The frozen snow and ice are driven
like sand in all directions, and with such force that they
cut like a knife, and penetrate every crevice*
Labour, indeed, proved a wearisome difficulty. Chilians
figured most prominently among the workmen, and they
proved to be very good labourers. There were a few
Italians among them, with Englishmen occupying the
controlling positions. At each end of the tunnel elaborate
hospitals were erected replete with competent medical at-
tention, for in addition to accidents there were the innumer-
able maladies provoked by the reduced atmospheric
pressure which, unless skilfully tended in the incipient
stages, are apt to develop very serious symptoms. Pneu-
monia was the chief cause of illness, attributable to in-
sufficient clothing and care on the part of the Chilians,
But after all is said and done, work at such an altitude
is terribly exhausting under the most favourable conditions.
On the Chilian side the constructional work was more
imposing in character. It is only 46 miles from the Pacific
portal of the tunnel to Los Andes, where junction is effected
with the State railway systems. In this short distance
there is a difference of some Sooo feet in levels, and the
drop in the first 7 miles from the tunnel mouth is BO
less than 3,130 feet. The engineers were hard pushed to
devise ways and means to lay the track so that it could be
operated by the usual railway methods. Heavy grades,
ranging from 6 to 8 per cent., could not be avoided to
communicate each successive gallery carrying the metals
along the mountain sides. The rack had to be resorted
to freely, and the result is that the line describes a remark-
able zigzag course, strikingly recalling the wonderful
Steivio road in the Tyrol.
At one point there is a very impressive piece of engineer-
Ing. The line winds along the hill-side high up on the
bank of the rushing Aconcagua River, disappears into a
tunnel through a spur, and then emerges at the other side